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Shaw Inducted Into Hereford Hall of Fame

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Tom Shaw, Caldwell, Idaho, was inducted into the Hereford Hall 

of Fame Nov. 2 in Kansas City during the American Hereford Association (AHA) Annual 

Membership Meeting. The Hall of Fame honor annually recognizes breeders who’ve 

dynamically influenced the direction and advancement of the Hereford breed.

Tom got started in the Hereford business when he received his first registered heifer 

as a graduation gift in 1944. He joined the Navy but returned to the family farm in 1946 

with his new wife, Mary, and they started their Hereford herd with that first female.

Performance testing has always been a big part of the Shaw program. Tom started 

the first performance bull test in the Northwest in 1969 in cooperation with the University 

of Idaho. He also helped start the Idaho beef improvement program. Since 1969 the Shaws 

have collected carcass data and more recently ultrasound technology has also been utilized. 

In 1988 Tom partially turned the business over to the next generation when the cow 

herd was split between Tom and his sons Greg and Tim. 

Tom has also made it a priority to be involved in the breed leadership and represent 

Hereford breeders’ interests in the industry. He served from 1978 to 1985 on the American 

Hereford Association Board of Directors, with one term as president. He also served on the 

board of the former National Cattlemen’s Association, Beef Improvement Federation, 

Idaho Cattlemen’s Association, Idaho Beef Board, Idaho Hereford Breeders and the 

Eastern Oregon Hereford Breeders Association. Tom and Mary also support local 4-H 

clubs and are involved in church activities.
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“The level of respect and acceptance of Tom Shaw as a cattleman and leader in our 

industry is phenomenal,” says Washington cattle broker and auctioneer C.D. “Butch” 

Booker. “In my mind, the most significant contribution Tom has made is how he has 

inspired sons and grandchildren to stay involved in the Hereford breed and be active as 

leaders in the cattle industry.”

###

The American Hereford Association, with headquarters in Kansas City, Mo., is one of the 

largest U.S. beef breed associations. The not-for-profit organization along with its subsidiaries — 

Certified Hereford Beef (CHB) LLC, Hereford Publications Inc. (HPI) and American Beef Records 

Association (ABRA) — provides programs and services for its members and their customers, while  

promoting the Hereford breed and supporting education, youth and research. For more information 

about the Association, visit Hereford.org.

For pictures and additional news releases, visit www.herefordphotoshop.com/media.  
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Cutline: 
Tom Shaw, Caldwell, Idaho, was inducted into the Hereford Hall of Fame Nov. 2 in 
Kansas City during the American Hereford Association (AHA) Annual Membership 
Meeting. Pictured seated (l to r) are: Mary Shaw, Caldwell, Idaho, and Linda Draney, 
Nampa, Idaho. Standing (l to r) are: Janel, Sam, Tucker, Angie, Cleo and Greg Shaw, all 
of Caldwell; John Draney, Nampa, Idaho; and Terri Harder, Kahlotus, Wash. 
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